
Before construction of the Mid-Hudson Bridge, 

to travel to the west side of the Hudson River, 

pictured here, one would have to take a ferry or 

boat.  In the winter, people walked across the 

ice-covered river.   

 

With the building of the Poughkeepsie Railroad 

Bridge, residents proposed a pedestrian crossing 

on that bridge. With continued requests for the 

pedestrian walkway denied, an address printed 

in 1913 in the Poughkeepsie Daily Eagle, by 

Monsignor Joseph Sheahan, explained a plan he 

had worked out for a new vehicular bridge to be 

built south of the railroad bridge.  By 1920, with 

a final denial of the pedestrian crossing, 

residents found the only way to connect the two 

banks of the Hudson was to build a vehicular 

bridge. From that point, the movement for the 

new bridge began, resulting in the building of 

the Mid-Hudson Bridge. 
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In celebration of this unique and  

historic structure, NYSBA and HBHV are 

working to create a one-of-a kind  

experience through access to the  

anchorage and caverns below the Mid-

Hudson Bridge. 

UNDER THE  
MID-HUDSON BRIDGE 

HISTORIC BRIDGES OF THE HUDSON VALLEY  
 
Historic Bridges of the Hudson Valley (HBHV) is a 

non-profit organization dedicated to promoting 

the history and general knowledge of the re-

gion’s bridges and their role and contribution to 

shaping the economy, as well as the continued 

importance of the bridges to sustain the vitality 

of the Hudson Valley region and the Northeast-

ern transportation corridor.  



With the laying of the cornerstone on October 

14, 1925, construction began on the bridge. 

Designed by Modjeski and Moran, world re-

nowned bridge engineers, it was the second 

vehicular  crossing and suspension bridge on 

the  Hudson River.  The Bear Mountain and  Mid

-Hudson Bridges would soon be joined by the 

George Washington Bridge built farther south 

on the Hudson River, which opened in 1931.  

Originally designed by George W. Goethals as a 

through cantilever type bridge with four piers in 

the water, 24-foot wide roadbed with eight foot 

wide sidewalks, the Modjeski design called for a 

3,000 foot suspension bridge of wire cables, 30 

foot wide roadbed with two four-foot sidewalks 

placed on brackets outside the trusses. 

Borings were taken in 1923 to determine the 

depth necessary for the piers to sit on bedrock. 

The depths were determined so great as to need 

a pneumatic caisson method of construction. 

Construction  
Following a delay in 1927 caused by a severely 

tipped caisson, the piers were built on caissons 

sitting on bedrock 135 feet below the surface of the 

river. 

Towers were assembled on the piers, secured in 

place by pairs of men working to rivet the structure 

together.  Main cables were strung and wrapped, 

then suspension cables were hung to hold up the 

deck. 

The bridge opened on August 25, 1930. It was 

soon described as the most beautiful suspen-

sion bridge in this part of the country.  The 

Gothic design, beautiful details, and living 

quarters in the east tower made the Mid-

Hudson Bridge an elegant yet supremely func-

tional addition to the Hudson River Valley. 

The newly formed NYS Bridge Authority 

acquired the Mid-Hudson Bridge in 1933.  

The American Society of Civil Engineers 

honored the bridge as a NYS Civil Engineering 

Landmark in 1983.  In 1994, the bridge was 

renamed by the NYS Legislature, the Franklin 

D. Roosevelt Mid-Hudson Bridge in honor of 

the former Governor and President. 

The roadway was concreted and approaches were 
completed.   


